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ﬁ; Did you know?

1 A resource is classified as renewable if it replaces itself ina

. person’s lifetime - somewhere around 75 years.

Figure 1 - Polluted water

So, why is it important to me?

5 By knowing how renewable resources can be used, we can

» save some other nonrenewable resources like coal, gas,
+oil, and nuclear power (See Fig. 2).

» things to greatly reduce polluting our planet.

Global Water Use

Figure 2 - On Earth, most of the
water is used for growing crops.

---------- What are the big ideas I need to know?

8 Renewable energy resources include solar, water,

rate that we use them (See Fig. 3).

9 Scientists know that the Sun will continue to shine
' +for billions of years. So we can use the solar energy
. _iwithout it ever running out. Water flows from high

places to lower ones. Wind blows from areas of high
pressure to areas of low pressure. We can use the
flow of wind and water to generate power. We can

count on wind and water to continue to flow!

Figure 3 - Water in a reservoir makes
electricity when it turns generators in a dam.
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+ enter a waterway or water body through a single site like : ' e

. Y Y 9 9 Figure 4 - This boy is getting drinking water

. unfreated sewage, wastewater from a sewage treatment from a hole that has been dug. Tt may be
plant, and leaking underground storage tanks. the only source of water where he lives.

_______ 15 Nonpoint source pollution is contamination that does not come from a single point source. Instead, it
' happens when there is a buildup of small amounts of contaminants that collect from a large area.

groundwater or streams.

What about?

16 Factories and power plants may pollute water with

E harmful substances. Many industries produce toxic

' chemicals. Some of the worst are arsenic, lead, and

__________ mercury. Nuclear power plants produce radioactive
waste products. Oil tanks and pipelines can leak. Leaks
may not be noticed until a lot of oil has soaked into the

ground polluting the water so it is no longer fit to drink.

up by rainwater. The contaminated runoff enters storm
sewers and ends up in nearby rivers or lakes.
Underground septic tanks can develop leaks and let

. . A o 2 w
household sewage seep into groundwater (See Fig. 5). Figure 5 - We can clean this river
pollution, waste and materials.
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