
TA11A TA11A –– Learn AboutLearn About

The AtmosphereThe Atmosphere

Use with Use with BrishLabBrishLab ES11AES11A

This material is CC by StarMaterials.comThis material is CC by StarMaterials.com The word atmosphere comes from atmos, The word atmosphere comes from atmos, 
meaning  vapor and sphaira, meaning sphere.meaning  vapor and sphaira, meaning sphere.
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Para 1Para 1
11-- What What twotwo wordswords combinecombine to form the word to form the word 
AtmosphereAtmosphere? ? 
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Para 2Para 2

Because we need oxygen to live, and other Because we need oxygen to live, and other 
gasses to keep out temperature stable.gasses to keep out temperature stable.

22-- Why would a Why would a balancebalance of of gassesgasses be be neededneeded
for us to for us to staystay alivealive on Earth?on Earth?

Image LinkImage Link

Page 1Page 1

Para 3Para 3

Our atmosphere would only be as thick as a piece of Our atmosphere would only be as thick as a piece of 
paper if the Earth were the size of a basketball.paper if the Earth were the size of a basketball.

33-- ComparedCompared to a to a basketballbasketball, how , how thickthick would would 
our our atmosphereatmosphere be? be? 
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Para 4Para 4

Without an atmosphere, we would have no water no life.Without an atmosphere, we would have no water no life.

44-- How would the How would the EarthEarth and the and the moonmoon be be 
similarsimilar withoutwithout an an atmosphereatmosphere??

Image LinkImage Link

Page 1Page 1

Para 5Para 5

Gravity holds our atmosphere on EarthGravity holds our atmosphere on Earth

55-- If If airair is is packedpacked tightertighter together at Earthtogether at Earth’’s s 
surfacesurface, what , what forceforce could could holdhold itit there?there?
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Para 6Para 6

Our atmosphere traps energy much like a greenhouse.Our atmosphere traps energy much like a greenhouse.

66-- How does the How does the atmosphereatmosphere keep the keep the 
temperaturestemperatures eveneven so that our water is not so that our water is not 
frozen or boiling? frozen or boiling? 
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Para 9Para 9

All EarthAll Earth’’s water is recycled and used again. No new s water is recycled and used again. No new 
water is being made water is being made –– just reused.just reused.

77-- Water is locked in a water cycle. Is Water is locked in a water cycle. Is anyany
more more waterwater beingbeing mademade??
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Para 10Para 10

The  Ozone layer helps us by The  Ozone layer helps us by 
absorbing the Sunabsorbing the Sun’’s UV rays.s UV rays.

88-- HowHow does the does the OzoneOzone layerlayer helphelp keep us keep us 
alivealive??
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Para 11Para 11

Carbon Dioxide makes up 0.0387% Carbon Dioxide makes up 0.0387% 
of our air of our air --a very small part.a very small part.

99-- ThereThere’’s a lot of talk about Carbon Dioxide s a lot of talk about Carbon Dioxide 
in our air.in our air. What What percentpercent of our of our airair is is CarbonCarbon
DioxideDioxide? ? 
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Para 12Para 12

The types and amounts of gasses are all different.The types and amounts of gasses are all different.

1010-- All atmospheres are made of gasses.All atmospheres are made of gasses. How How 
are are otherother planetplanet’’ss atmospheresatmospheres different? different? 
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Draw and label a Draw and label a circlecircle graphgraph (pie chart) of the (pie chart) of the toptop threethree
gassesgasses that make up our that make up our atmosphereatmosphere..
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